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The GM Nets meet 

daily Monday through 

Saturday on 7.277.5 

MHz at 18:00Z  

Merry Christmas 

Bring in the New Year With 

Straight Key Night 
Dah Dah Dit Dit Dit    Dit Dit Dit Dah Dah  
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Would you like to help out 

with Net Control Duties? 

Contact our Net Manager 

George, KB9VF 

kb9vf9@gmail.com 

Net Control Stations: 

George, KB9VF 

Rick, WØPC 

Bill, WB9YUR 

Denny, N8XLS 

Phil, W9MPA 

Bob, K8MPV 

Charlie, WD9IQV 

Wally, WB8M 

Scott, W1BIC 

Roy, W8MRW 

 

Net Preamble 

 

This is ( your call ), today's net control. This net is composed of 

employees and retirees of the General Motors Corporation . 

 

This net meets daily on this frequency for the purpose of getting 

better acquainted, expanding our knowledge, and improving our 

operating techniques. We promote friendship among participants in 

many locations who have many talents and have or have had a va-

riety of work assignments. The General Motors nets are interna-

tional in scope on some bands, and visitors are always welcome to 

check in. Please stay carefully tuned to net control at all times. 

This is ( your call ) ( working for or retired from ) ( your ) Division 

in ( your city ), ( state ). My home QTH is ( where you live ). My 

name is ( your name ) and we will now take check-ins, one at a 

time, please. 

 

Net Closing 

 

Are there any late check-ins for the net? (pause for late check-ins). 

Is there any further business for the net? ( pause for any further 

business ) Having no further business, we will close the net at this 

time. This net is composed of General Motors employees, retirees, 

and visitors. We meet each day, Monday through Saturday, on or 

about this frequency, at ( 1700z or 1800z ). Thank you for your 

participation and please return often. This is ( your call ) now clos-

ing the net. 73 and Good Afternoon. 
 

Net Preamble & Closing 

I can hear you on the “K3FEF.com” SDR Receiver 

Cycle 25 is finally starting to show sun spots! 



Page 3 Net Control Schedule 

Net News: We are still enjoying the use of remote receivers to help us hear 

everyone on our nets. One receiver that’s free to use often is the 

“K3FEF.com.”Just use your computer’s web browser to go to www.k3fef.com 

and then select the frequency you want to listen to including sideband. Often 

from my home station, I can’t hear Bill, WB9YUR. We’re just too close to-

gether. By tuning into the K3FEF receiver, I can hear Bill and most other sta-

tions clearly. I can usually hear myself which can be confusing so don’t forget 

to turn down the volume when it’s your turn to transmit.  

73, Rick-WØPC 



 
12/05/2019 ARRL  
The FCC is amending its Part 97 Amateur Service rules relating to RF exposure 
safety. In a lengthy document in ET Docket 19-226 released on December 4 that 
addresses a broad range of RF safety issues, the FCC said current amateur radio 
RF exposure safety limits will remain unchanged, but that the amateur-specific ex-
emption from having to conduct an RF exposure evaluation will be replaced by the 
FCC’s general exemption criteria. Radio amateurs have always had to comply with 
RF exposure limits, but certain stations have been exempt from having to conduct 
evaluations based only upon power and frequency. The Commission indicated that 
by and large, if an RF source was “categorically excluded” from routine evaluation 
under the old rules, it will most likely still be exempt under the new rules, which are 
expected to take effect in the next couple of months. 
“For applicants and licensees in the Amateur Radio Service, we substitute our gen-
eral exemption criteria for the specific exemption from routine evaluation based on 
power alone in Section 97.13(c)(1) and specify the use of occupational/controlled 
limits for amateurs where appropriate,” the FCC said. 

“The sky is not falling here,” ARRL Lab Manager Ed Hare, W1RFI, commented. 
“The major aspects of the rules will not impose major new burdens on the Amateur 
Radio Service. As in all regulatory matters, though, the devil may be in the details, 
so the ARRL technical staff, legal staff, and the experts on the ARRL RF Safety 
Committee are carefully evaluating this FCC document.” 
Under the revised Section 97.13(c)(1), “In lieu of evaluation with the general popu-
lation/uncontrolled exposure limits, amateur licensees may evaluate their operation 
with respect to members of his or her immediate household using the occupational/
controlled exposure limits in Section 1.1310, provided appropriate training and in-
formation has been accessed by the amateur licensee and members of his/her 
household,” the amended rule says. 

“RF exposure of other nearby persons who are not members of the amateur licen-
see’s household must be evaluated with respect to the general population/
uncontrolled exposure limits. Appropriate methodologies and guidance for evaluat-
ing Amateur Radio Service operation is described in the Office of Engineering and 
Technology (OET) Bulletin 65, Supplement B,” the revised rule concludes. 
The FCC said it was not persuaded by ARRL’s argument in its comments that the 
routine evaluation exemption for amateur radio stations operating below a certain 
power threshold should be maintained. “Amateur radio licensees operate a variety 
of installations of different size, power, and frequency, which can be located in 
close proximity to people, giving rise to various RF exposure concerns,” the FCC 
noted. 

(Continued) 

FCC Amending Amateur Radio RF Exposure Safety Rules 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-19-126A1.pdf
https://transition.fcc.gov/bureaus/oet/info/documents/bulletins/oet65/oet65b.pdf
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RF Exposure Safety Rules (Continued)  

In a meeting with FCC OET Chief Julius Knapp and senior staff in early November, 
ARRL asked the FCC to make available on the internet a calculator to facilitate 
making the correct calculations the rules require. ARRL said that would be prefer-
able to unofficial third-party calculators, the results from which might not be ac-
corded the same degree of deference in local disputes. Several software pro-
grams were suggested as models. 

The FCC did not single out amateur radio in drafting its latest RF exposure rules. 
The rules affect multiple services, and exemptions for many other services were 
also deleted as part of a broader policy driven by a proliferation of RF devices, 
some resulting in situations where gain antennas are sited much closer to people 
than was expected in 1996 when the rules were last revised. 

Stay Tuned, 73, Rick 
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SPACE WEATHER PREDICTION CENTER 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION 

https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/solar-cycle-25-forecast-update  

published: Monday, December 09, 2019 22:30 UTC  

The NOAA/NASA co-chaired, international panel to forecast Solar Cycle 25 released 
their latest forecast for Solar Cycle 25. The forecast consensus: a peak in July, 2025 
(+/- 8 months), with a smoothed sunspot number (SSN) of 115. The panel agreed that 
Cycle 25 will be average in intensity and similar to Cycle 24. 

Additionally, the panel concurred that solar minimum between Cycles 24 and 25 will 
occur in April, 2020 (+/- 6 months). If the solar minimum prediction is correct, this 
would make Solar Cycle 24 the 7

th
 longest on record (11.4 years). 

Where is Cycle 25? 

https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/news/solar-cycle-25-forecast-update
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The GM Amateur Radio Club meets the third Tuesday of the month 
(except July & August) at 7:00 PM, at the 

Packard Proving Grounds 

49965 Van Dyke Avenue 
Shelby Township, MI  48317 

[Between 22 Mile & 23 Mile Roads] 

 

Meetings are also Streamed Live on Facebook - search for GM Amateur Radio 

http://www.gmarc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Packard-Proving-Ground-House.jpg


February in Florida!February in Florida!  

 
https://www.hamcation.com/hamcation-tickets  

Who is going to HamCation in February? A bunch of our GM 

Net group will be there. I hope to get us together there for pic-

tures and and eyeball QSO. 73, Rick 

https://www.hamcation.com/hamcation-tickets
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Net Control Schedule 



Note from the Editor:  Many of our old Firebird ARC have also joined the GMARC as “Heritage” members. Nets 

are on  WW8GM/R (443.075 MHz) linked to Echolink via WW8GM-R Monday’s @ 8 PM EST or 0:00 Z 


